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Whatôs Coming Up? 

¸óAdvancesô in Acute Pain Management 

¸Novel ways of administering old medicines 

¸Some new therapies and evidence 

¸What do we already know about acute 
pain management? 

¸Multimodal analgesia 

¸Brief overview of PONV prophylaxis 



Why Manage Acute Pain? 

¸To prevent negative psychological and 
physiological consequences 

¸Pain and suffering (incl. persistent pain) 

¸Pneumonia 

¸Impaired GI motility  

¸Impaired wound healing 

¸Tachycardia/Hypertension 

¸Prevent ongoing pain 



Incidence of Persistent Pain following 
Surgical Procedures 

Type of Operation Incidence (%)  

Amputation 30 to 85 

Thoracotomy 5 to 67 

Mastectomy 11 to 57 

Cholecystectomy 3 to 56 

Inguinal Hernia 0 to 63 

Vasectomy 0 to 37 

Dental Surgery 5 to 13 



Advances in Acute Pain Management 

¸Slow progress despite 
considerable Pharma 
investment 

¸Potential they may 
withdraw completely?  

¸Most new analgesic 
therapies look to 
reduce the adverse 
effects of current 
therapies 1 

 


