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Complex patients

¸Pre-existing chronic pain or cancer pain

¸Opioid dependent patient

¸Large analgesic requirements



Sallyôs story

¸19 years old

¸Crohnôs disease

¸Multiple operations - fistulae, pouch 

¸Refused epidural

¸PCA Fentanyl 3000 mcg per day

¸Pain not controlled



Any thoughts?



Sallyôs story continued

¸Ketamine IV trial 2.5 mg up to 10 mg

¸No help

¸Very anxious

¸Any thoughts?



Next admission

¸Back in ward 

¸Abdominal pain ïpelvic collection

¸Weekly examination under anaesthetic

¸Fentanyl 100 mcg patch

¸For further surgery

¸What plans would you make?





Johnôs story

¸56 yr old

¸Prostatic cancer, metastases

¸Vertebral #, vertebroplasty

¸Medications

ÂOxycontin 30 mg bd

ÂEffentora 200mcg prn (x4/day)

¸Post-operative management


